THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
sheer weight to smash a way through our defences
in the air and on the ground. The British air force
was to be crushed, its bases wrecked, the sky of the
south-eastern corner of England cleared for the
future passage, at will, of the conquering Luftwaffe:
perhaps as a prelude to the invasion which may
have been planned for mid-August. The huge for-
mations which flew over our coasts were to exploit
the Douhet theory of the possibility and effective-
ness of the mass-attack in the air. Alas for Douhet!
The result was completely to debunk his famous
theory. What actually happened was that a much
smaller but technically and professionally superior
force of fighters shot the big formations to bits. Our
Spitfires and Hurricanes, mainly attacking in line
astern, hurled themselves upon the German masses,
broke them up, harried them and hunted them
until they had no semblance of formation left, and
sent the survivors scuttling back to their bases. The
screens of protecting fighters were powerless to save
the bombers from our interceptors5 onslaught.
Where they intervened, they, too, were shot down.
In one particular encounter on August 15 a West
of England Hurricane squadron destroyed no less
than fourteen Messerschmitt no's, as well as five
bombers, and lost only a single pilot. Another
Hurricane squadron destroyed ten out bf a forma-
tion of sixteen dive-bombers.
The Heavy German Losses in August
The terrible losses inflicted upon the Luftwaffe on
August 15 would have broken the heart of any air